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Amendments to the Claims ; 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in (he application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Currently amended) A method of web logging using an instant message (IM) system, 

the method comprising: 

identifying, to an IM host system, an interactive software agent that has a screen name 

and is configured to receive and respond to IMs from users of the IM host system; 

receiving, at the interactive software agent, an IM from an IM sender that is addressed to 

the screen name for the interactive software agent and that includes content that is to he added to 

a web log associated with the IM sender; 

in response to receiving the IM from the IM sender that is addressed to the screen name 

for the interactive software agent: 

identifying, from among the users of the I'M host system? system and based on th e 
IM, the IM sender as the IM user [[that]] who sent the IM; 

processing the I M to determine if the IM includes content that is to be added to a 
web log associated with the IM sender; 

m-^^espense^-^^ con t e nHhat4&4 o b e adde d t o a 

web-teg-assoektt ed with th e IM s e nder and based on id e ntifying having identified the IM 
sender as the IM user [[that]] who sent the IM, i d enti fyin g identifying, from among a 
collection of web lo gs, a web log as being associated w ith the IM sender; and 

based on havin g identified the IM sender as the IM user who sent the IM. based 
on determining that the IM includes content that is to be added to a web log associated 
with the IM sender, and based on having identified the web log as being ass o ciated wit h 
the IM sender, adding the content included in the IM that was determined to be content 
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that is to be added to a web log associated with the IM sender to the web log identified as 
being associated with the I'M sender, 

2. (Original) The method of claim K wherein t he web log is displayed in a web page 
publicly accessible through the Internet. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the displayed web log is password 
protected. 

4. (Original) The method of claim I, wherein the web log is a regularly updated online 
journal including information of interest to an author of the web log. 

5. (Previously presented) The method of claim I, wherein adding the content included in 
the I'M. to the web log identified as being associated with the IM sender includes formatting the 
content included in the IM as a web log entry. 

6. (Previously presented) The method of claim 5, wherein formatting the content 
included in the IM as a web log entry includes time stamping the entry. 

7. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein each of the users of the IM 
host system is identifiable to the IM host system by a unique screen name. 

8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 7, wherein identifying, from among the 
users of the I M host system, the IM sender as the IM user [[that]] who sent the I M includes 
identifying the IM sender as the IM user that sent the IM based on the unique screen name of the 
IM sender. 
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9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8, wherein identifying [[a]] the web log 
associated with the IM sender as bciim associated with the I'M sender involves querying a 
database with the unique screen name of the IM sender. 

10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8, wherein identifying [[a]] the web log 
associated with the IM sender as being associated with the I'M sender includes; 

determining [[if]] that two or more web logs are associated with the IM sender; and 
ifttwe-eF-mere web log s are associated with the I M-sende^ prompting the IM sender to 

identify one of the two or more web legsr in response to determining that two or more web logs 

are associated with th e IM sender. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 0, wherein determining [|il]] thai the IM 
sender is associated with two or more web logs involves querying a database with the unique 
screen name of the I'M sender. 

12. (Previously presented) The method of claim I, further comprising: 

after adding the content included in the IM to the web log identified as being associated 
with the IM sender, generating a reply message to the IM sender, the reply message indicating 
thai the content included in the IM was successfully added to the web log identified as being 
associated with the IM sender as a web log entry; and 

sending the reply message to the IM sender. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein generating a reply message includes 
identifying the type of communications device used to send the IM . 

14. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein generating the reply message comprises 
doing so according to the capabilities ofthe communications device used to send the IM. 
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1 5. (Previously presented) The method of claim 13, wherein generating the reply- 
message includes generating a reply message that includes a notification that the IM sender can 
append one or more additional web log entries to the web log entry. 

16. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15, further comprising: 

receiving [[an]] a new IM that includes additional content to append to the web log entry; 

and 

appending the additional content included in the new IM to the web log entry. 

17. (Currently amended) The method of claim 12, wherein generating the reply message 
includes generating a reply message that includes a noti fication that the [[user]] IM sender can 
edit the web log entry. 

18. (Previously presented) The method of claim I, wherein the interactive software 
agent includes software configured to process messages received for inclusion in web log pages 
displayed on the internet. 

19. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the interactive software 
agent includes software configured to identify individual ones of the users of the IM host system 
on the basis of unique screen names associated with each of the multiple users. 

20. (Currently amended) A method of enabling web logging using an instant message 
(IM) agent, the method comprising: 

identifying an IM software agent to an IM host system; - 

receiving, at the IM software agent, an IM from one IM user of multiple IM users, 
wherein each of the multiple IM users is identi fiable to the IM host system under a unique screen 
name; and 

in response to receiving the IM from the one IM user: 
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identifying, from among the multiple I'M users, the one IM user as the IM user 
[[that]] who sent the IM based on the IM and a unique screen name of the one IM user; 

processing the IM to determine if the IM includes content that is to be added to a 
web log associated with the one IM user; 

in response to a determination that the IM includes content that is to be added to a 
we b log associated with th e o ne IM user and based on identifying having identified the 
one IM user as the IM user [[that]] who sent the IM, identifying identif ying , from anion s 
a collection of web logs, a web log as being associated with the one IM user; and 

b ased o n h aving identified the one IM user as the IM user who sent the IM, based 
on dgi gmi mmg that the IM include s content that is to be added to a web lou associated 
with the one IM user, and based on having identified the web log as bein g associated with 
t he one IM user, adding the content included in the IM that was determined to be content 
that is to be added to a web log associated with the one IM user to the web log identifi ed 
as being associated with the one IM user. 

21 . {Currently amended) The method of claim 20, wherein receiving an IM comprises 
receiving an IM from the one IM user t hat s ent a n4M and addressed to a common IM software 
agent used by other IM users, 

22. (Previously presented) The method of claim 20, wherein the web log is uniquely 

r 

associated with the one IM user, 

23. (Original) The method of claim 20, further comprising displaying the web log in a 
web page publicly accessible through the Internet. 

24. (Currently amended) The method of claim 20, wherein identifying [[a]] the web log 
as beinu associated with the one IM user includes: 

querying a database with the unique screen name of the one IM user; 
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receiving query results identifying all web logs associated with the unique screen name of 
the one 1M user; and 

if two or more web logs are associated with the one IM user, prompting the one IM user 
to identify one of the two or more web logs. 

25. (Previously presented) The method of claim 24, wherein prompting the one IM user 
to identi fy one of the two or more web logs includes sending a reply IM to the one IM user, the 
reply IM identifying all of the web logs associated with the one IM user. 

26. (Currently amended) A method of adding entries to a web log through an instant 
message (IM) system, the method comprising: 

identifying an interactive software agent to an IM host system under a particular screen 

name; 

receiving an IM addressed to the particular screen name, wherein the IM may be from 
any of at least two users identifiable to the IM host system; 

in response to receiving the IM addressed to the particular screen name: 

deternwn-ftg determining, based on the IM. which one of the at least two users 
sent the IM; 

processing the IM to determine if the IM includes content that is to be added to a 
web log associated with the user who sent the IM; 

we&4egH*ssoeiated with the user w he- sen t the based on having determined the user who 
sent the IM, i^enttfvifH* identifying, from among a collection of web logs, a web log as 
being associated with the user who sent the IM; and 

based on having identified the web log as being associated with the user who sen t 
t he IM and based on determining that the IM includ es content that is to be added to the 
web blog associated with the user who sent the I M, adding the content included in the IM 
that was determined to be content that is to be added to a web log associated with the user 
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who sent the IM to the ident i fied web Jegr log identified as being associated with the us er 
who sent the 1M. 

27. (Original) The method of claim 26. wherein the at least two users identifiable to the 
I'M host system have access to the IM host system. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 26, further comprising: 
generating a reply to the user who sent the IM; and 
sending the reply to the user who sent the IM. 

29. (Currently amended) The method of claim 26, wherein the web log identified as 
bein g associated with the user who se nt the [M is displayed in a web page publicly accessible 
through the Internet. 

30. (Currently amended) A method of enabling web logging using an instant message 
(IM) interactive software agent, the method comprising: 

connecting an IM interactive software agent to an IM host system, the IM interactive 
software agent having an IM screen name; 

receiving a first IM from a first IM user, the first IM being sent to the IM screen name of 
the IM interactive software agent; 

in response to receiving the first IM from the first IM user: 

d ete r m i ning; based on th e first IM, that the first IM user sent the first IM, 
determining [[if]] that the first IM includes content that is to be added to a web 

log associated with the first IM user. 

in r e spo nse-to-a^teteBmrmt^ on that the first IM -iriek^les-e-oftteBHhat- is t o b e ad d e d 

to a web l eg-associate d - wi t h the first IM u se r, iden tifying based on having determined 

that the first I'M user sent the first IM. identifying, from amon g at least a first web log and 
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a second web log th at is di fferent from the first web log, the first web log as being 

ii . ii t^J — — — — ,i .iipi . i n . . — I' w iii . . i «■ ' 

associated with (he first EM user, and 

adding the content included in (he first IM that was determined to be content that 
is to be added to a web log associated with the first IM user to the first web log based on 
having deter mined that the first IM user sent the first I'M, having det ermined that the first 
.I'M includes content that is to be added to a web log associated with the first IM user, and 
having identified the first web log as being associated with the first IM user; 
receiving a second IM from a second IM user who is different from the first IM user, the 
second IM being sent to the IM screen name of the IM interactive software agent; and 
in response to receiving the second IM from the second IM user: 

determining, based on the second IM, that the seco nd IM use r se nt the second IM, 
determining [[if]] that the second IM includes content that is to be added to a web 
log associated with the second IM user, 

added-to-a web-l og associat ed with the se eond 4M user, identifying a based on having 
determined that the second IM user sent the second IM, identifying, from among at least 
the first web log and the second web log, the second web log as bein g associated with the 
second IM user, and 

adding the content included in the second IM thai was determined to be content 
that is to be added to a web log associated with the second IM user to the second web log 
based on having de termined th at the second IM user sent the second [M. having 
determined that the seco nd IM includes content that is to he added to a web log 
associated with the second IM user, and having identified the second web lo g as being 
associated with the second IM user. 

3 1 . (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the first web log and the second web 
logs are distinct. 
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32. (Currently amended) The method of claim 30, further comprising: 

receiving a third 1M from (lie first IM user, the third IM being sent to the I'M screen name 
of the I'M interactive software agent; and 

in response to receiving the third IM from the first IM user: 

determining, based on the third IM, that the first ]M user sent the third [M, 
determining [[if]] that the third IM includes content that is to be appended to the 

content included in the first IM that was added to the first web log associated with the 

fw^M-HS&fr log, 

based on having determined that the first fM user sent the third I.M, identifying, 
from among at least the first web log and the second web log, the first web log as being 
associated with the first IM user , and 

in response to ^-deter-twmitiett^hat the third !M4He4u4es^Bteft^haH^4e-be 

associated w Hh4he-fifsl4M u se r , appending the content included in tlie third IM that was 
determined to be content that is to be appended to the content included in the first IM thai 
was added to the first web log a ssociat e d with the first 1 - M us e r to the content included in 
the first IM that was added to the first web log assooia t e4^j4Mhe4ti^t--[M"ti-sefT based on 
having determined that the first IM user sent the third IM , having determined that the 
third IM includes content that is to be a ppended to the content inc luded in the first IM 
that was added to the first web log, and having identified the first web log as being 
associated with the first IM user. 

33. (Previously presented) The method of claim 32, wherein the first IM is received by 
the IM interactive software agent before the third IM. 

34. (Currently amended) A method of creating a web log through an instant message 
(IM) system, the method comprising: 

logging a web log software agent into an IM system under an IM screen name; 



Applicant : John Panzer 

Serial No. : 10/747.677 

Filed : December 30. 2003 

Page : 1 1 of 25 



Attorney's Docket No.: 06975- 
0442001 / Communications 94 



receiving an IM addressed to the IM screen name of the web log software agent from a 
user logged into the I'M system; and 

in response to receiving the IM. addressed to the IM screen name of the web log software 

agent: 

identifying, from among a group of users of the IM system and based on the IM, 
the u s er as having sent the I'M addressed to the IM screen name of the web loe software 
agent 

determining if the IM addressed to the IM screen name of the web log software 
agent includes content that is to be added to a web log associated with the user, 

based on ha vin g identified the user as havin g sent the IM addressed to the IM 
screen n ame of the web log software auent and based on a determination that the IM 
addressed to the I M screen name of the web log soft ware agent includes content that is to 
be added to a web log associated with the user, determining whether if the user has a web 
log; and 

[[if]] in res ponse to a determination that the user does not have a web log: 
creating a web log for the user; 

adding the IM screen name of the web log software agent to a buddy list 
associated with the user; and 

adding the content included in the IM that was determined to be content 
that is to be added to a web lou associated with the user to the created web log. 

35. (Original) The method of claim 34, wherein the contents of the IM includes text. 

36. (Original) The method of claim 34, wherein the contents of the IM includes a 

picture. 



37. (Original) The method of claim 34, wherein the contents of the IM includes audio. 
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38. (Original) The method of claim 34, wherein the contents of the 1M includes video. 

39. (Previously presented) The method of claim 34, wherein adding the 1M screen name 
of the web log software agent to a buddy list associated with the user includes making the screen 
name of the web log software agent viewable in the buddy list. 

40. (Previously presented) The method of claim 34, wherein adding the IM screen name 
of the web log software agent to a buddy list associated with the user includes making the screen 
name of the web log software agent persistent in the buddy list. 

41 . (Previously presented) The method o f claim 34, wherein creating a web log for the 
user includes: 

displaying a creation window allowing the user to enter information about the web log; 

and 

storing the information about the web log in a database, • 

42. (Original) The method of claim 41 , wherein the information about the web log 
includes identification of other users of the IM system as contributing editors on the web log. 

43. (Previously presented) The method of claim 42, wherein the identification of each of 
the contributing editors includes an IM screen name associated with the contributing editor. 

44. (Previously presented) The method of claim 34 wherein creating a web log for the 
user includes: 

prompting the user for a title to be associated with the web log; 
receiving the title from the user; 

prompting the user for a description to be associated with the web log; and 
receiving the web log description from the user. 
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45. (Previously presented) The method of claim 44, wherein prompting the user for a 
title to be associated with the web log and prompting the user for a description to be associated 
with the web log involves sending one or more IMs to the user. 

46. (Original) The method of claim 45, wherein the web log title and web log 
description are received through the IM system. 

47. (Previously presented) The method of claim 34, further comprising enabling use of 
the buddy list to visually indicate the availability of the web log software agent to receive IMs 
from the user. 

48. (Currently amended) A system for enabling web logging by one or more instant 
message (IM) users through an I'M software agent, the system comprising: 

an IM software agent identi liable to an IM host system, the I'M software agent being 
configured to: 



receive IMs sent by multiple IM users; and 
for [[each j] a received IM: 

based on the received IM. identify, from among the multiple IM users, an 
IM user who sent the received IM, 

determine if the received IM includes content that is to be added to a web 
log associated with the IM user who sent the received IM, 

ktefH-i-fV id entify, from among a collection of web logs, a web log as being 
associated with the IM user who sent the received IM in resp ense-to-a 

leg-iBsoe iat e d with based on having identified the IM user as the user who sent 
the received IM. and 
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based on having identified the liM user as the user w ho sent t he received 
IM based on a determination that the received I'M includes content that is to be 
added to a web log associated with the I'M' user who sent the received IM. and 
based on having identified the web log as being associated with the IM user who 
sent the received IM , store the content included in the received IM that was 
determined to be content that is to be added to a web Ion associated with the IM 
user who sent the received IM as a web log entry in the id e ntified web leg: log 
identified as being associated with the IM user who sent the received IM. 



49. (Previously presented) The system o f claim 48, further comprising a database for 
storing help messages associated with the IM software agent. 

50. (Previously presented) The system of claim 49, wherein the I M software agent is 
further configured to send help messages to each of the multiple users identifiable to the IM host 
system. 

51. (Currently amended) A system for enabling web logging by multiple users of an 
instant message (IM) system, the system comprising: 

a message processor configured to receive IMs from multiple users identifiable to an IM 
host system; 

means for receiving an IM; 

means for identifying, from among the mu lti ple IM users and based on the recei ved I'M, 
an IM user who sent the received IM, 

means for determining if [[each]] the received IM is to be added to a web log associated 
with [[each]] the user who sent the received IM; 

means for i dentifying identifying, from among a collect io n of web logs, a web log as 
being associated with [[each]] the user who sent the received I'M. d ot orm i fte44e4*e-an-4 M-4haHs 
to be added ~te-a-wel>4eg;- IM; and 
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means for adding [[each]] the received IM to the identified we b log based on having 
identified the IM user who sent the received 1M. based on havin g determined to-be-art that the IM 
[[that]] is to be added to [[ a]] the web log to4he-weMeg-de lermin e44e^ associated with the 
recei v ed IM. user who sent the received IM. and based on having identified the web log as bein g 
associated with the user who sent the received IM. 

52. (Currently amended) The system of claim 51, wherein the means for identifying a 
web log as being associated with e ach r ec eived IM de tefmine d to b e an IM that is-4e-be-added4e 
a web log with the user who sent the received IM includes a database configured to store 
information on existing web logs. 

53. (Original) The system of claim 52, wherein the database indexes each of the ex isti ng 
web logs by a screen name associated with the user who created the web log. 

54. (Currently amended) A computer program stored on a computer readable medium, 
the computer program comprising instructions for: 

receiving instant messages (IMs) from at least two IM users; and 
for each of-the a received WVfe IM: 

identifying an IM user who sent the received IM, 

determining if the received IM includes content that is to be added to a web log 
associated with the IM user who sent the received IM, 



associated with the IM user who sent the JM4n-response-t o a det e rm i nali efl4haHhe 
reeer ved 4M-mel udes-eon ten t that is to be ad ded to a web log a s s ociated-v^~t4 : te4M~user 



base d on identifying the IM user who sent the received IM. based on determining 
that the received IM includes content that is to be added to a web log associated with the 
IM user who sent the received IM, and based on identifying the web log as being 



ide ntifying identifying, from among a collection of web l og s, a web log as being 
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associated with the I'M user who sent the IM. storing the content included in the received 
IM that was determined to he content that is to be added to a web log associated with the 
IM user who sent the received IM in the identified web log. 

55. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the interactive software 
agent is an IM bot, such that: 

identifying, to an IM host system, an interactive software agent that has a screen name 
and is configured to receive and respond to IMs from users of the IM host system includes 
identifying, to an IM host system, an IM bot that has a screen name and is configured to receive 
and respond to IMs from users of the IM host system; and 

receiving, at the interactive software agent, an IM from an IM sender that is addressed to 
the screen name for the interactive software agent and that includes content that is to be added to 
a web log associated with the IM sender includes receiving, at the IM bot, an IM from an IM 
sender that is addressed to the screen name for the IM bot and that includes content that is to be 
added to a web Ion associated with the IM sender. 

56. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

displaying the screen name for the. interactive software agent in an IM participant list for 
the instant message sender; 

enabling the instant message sender to replace the screen name for the interactive 
software agent displayed in the IM participant list with an alias for the interactive software agent; 

receiving a new IM addressed to the alias for the interactive software agent from the 

instant message sender: and 

<^ 

in response to receiving the new IM from the IM sender that is addressed to the alias for 
the interactive software agent: 

* 

based on the new IM identifying, from among the users of the IM host system, the 

* 

IM sender as the IM user that sent the new IM; 
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processing the new IM to determine if the new I'M includes content that is to be 
added to a web log associated with the IM sender; 

in respons e to a d eleiwifratkH^haHhe n e w IM i ne ktdes-eome ni that is to h e added 
to a web log associated with the IM sender and based on kienti-fyrog having identified the 
IM sender as the IM user that sent the new IM, identifying a identifyin g- from among the 
collection of web logs, the web log as being associated with the I M sender; and 

based on having identified the I'M sender as the IM user who sent the new IM. 
based on determining that the n ew IM includes co ntent that is to be added to a web log 
associated with the IM sender, and based on having identified the web log as being 
associated with the IM sender, adding the content included in the new IM that was 
determined to be content that is to be added to a web log associated with the IM sender to 
the web log identified as being associated with the IM sender. 

57. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
receiving, at the interactive software agent, another IM from the IM sender that is 
addressed to the screen name for the interactive software agent and that includes an instruction to 
be executed by the interactive software agent but that does not include content that is to be added 
to a web log associated with the IM sender; 

in response to receiving the other IM from the IM sender that is addressed to the screen 
name for the interactive software agent: 

processing the other IM to determine if the other IM includes an instruction to be 
executed by the interactive software agent; 

processing the other IM to determine if the other IM includes content that is to be 
added to a web log associated with the IM sender; and 

in response to a determination that the IM includes an instruction to be executed 
by the interactive software agent and a determination that the IM does not include content 
that is to be added to a web log associated with the IM sender, executing the instruction 
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to be executed by the interactive software agent without adding any content included in 
the other I'M to a web log associated with the IM sender. 

58. (Currently amended) The method of claim 57 wherein: 

receiving another IM from the IM sender that is addressed to the screen name for the 
interactive software agent and that includes an instruction to be executed by the interactive 
software agent but does not include content that is to be added to a web log associated with the 
IM sender includes receiving another IM from the IM sender that is addressed to the screen name 
for the interactive software agent and that includes an instruction to delete, from the web log 
identified as being associated with the IM sender, the content that was included in the IM and 
added to the web log identified as being associated with the IM sender; and 

' ■ . 

executing the instruction to be executed by the interactive software agent without adding 
any content included in the other IM to a web log associated with the IM sender includes 
deleting, from the web log identified as being associated with the IM sender, the content that was 
included in the IM and added to the web log identified as being associated with the IM sender. 

59. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

receiving another IM from the IM sender that is addressed to a screen name for another 
user of the IM host system; and 

delivering the other IM to the other user of the IM host system without adding any 
content included in the other IM to a web log associated with the IM sender. 

60. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

displaying, to another user, the web log identifie d as be ing associated with the IM sender, 
including the content that was included in the IM and that was added to the web log identified as 
being associated with the IM sender; 

receiving, from the other user to whom the web log is displayed, additional content to add 
to the web log id entified as being associated with the IM sender; and 
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in response to receiving the additional content to add to the web log identified as beimt 
associated with the IM sender, adding the additional content to the web log identified as being 
associated with the IM sender. 

61. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 farther comprising: 
receiving, at the interactive software agent, another IM from the IM sender that is 
addressed to the screen name for the interactive software agent and that includes an instruction to 
edit a post on a web log associated with the IM sender; 

in response to receiving the other IM from the IM sender that is addressed to the screen 
name for the interactive so 11 ware agent: 

identifying, from among the users of the IM host system, the IM sender as the IM 
user that sent the other [[IM;]] I'M, 

processing the other IM to determine if the other IM includes an instruction to be 
executed by the interactive software agent, 

Hi-respons e to a determ ination thaHhe-ot- her IM includes an instruction to ed ft-a 
p os t on a -web~4og as s oci ated wi #Khe IM se nd e r and based on identifying the IM sender 
as the IM user that sent the other IM, identifying [[a]] the web log asbeing associated 
with the IM sauie r on which a pos Hs-to be edited, s ender , and 



executing the instruction to edit the post on the web log identified as the web log 
associated with the IM sender on which a post is to be edited. 

62. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein: 

the content that is to be added to a web log associated with the IM sender includes text; 

and 

the method further comprises spell-checking the text after receiving the IM from the IM 
sender at the interactive software agent. 




